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Mr/Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize May as National Foster Care Month. This year’s theme is “Get to Know the Many Faces of Foster Care,” and the goal of this special month is to celebrate the experiences of the more than 400,000 youth in the child welfare system and raise awareness about their needs.  It is also an opportunity to celebrate the thousands of dedicated foster families who care for these youth as well as the social workers and service providers who support them. 

Today I’d like to share a few statistics that showcase the child welfare landscape.  Then, I will share a story from one of my constituents [select from the below].   
· On September 30, 2012, there were an estimated 399,546 children in foster care. 
· 65 percent of former foster children experienced at least 7 school changes while in care.
· A recent study indicated that foster children were prescribed antipsychotic medications at nearly nine times the rate of their peers.
· In 2013, over 23,000 youth “aged out” of the foster care system without a permanent family. Unfortunately, studies show that youth who “age out” are more likely to end up homeless, become involved in crime, or suffer from mental health challenges.   
· In some states, up to 50% of former foster and probation youth become homeless within the first 18 months of emancipation.
· Sixty percent of women who emancipate from foster care become parents within 2.5 to 4 years after exiting care.
· In some cities throughout the nation, between 60 and 85% of victims of domestic minor sex trafficking are youth from the foster care system. 
· Children placed with relatives make up over a quarter of all children in the foster care system.
· 70 percent of teens in foster care want to attend college.
· Single parents are a third of all adoptions from foster care.

All children deserve safe, loving, and permanent homes. And we have a responsibility to continue to create policy that will improve outcomes and the overall wellbeing of foster youth and their families.  

As we know statistics never tell a story. I’d like to talk about of one of the young adults in my district who has triumphed over the odds and is now working to improve the foster care system for future generations. 

[Insert story from youth here. If you would like help in finding a story from a youth in your district/state, please contact takijah.randolph@mail.house.gov in Rep. Karen Bass’ office.]
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